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Professor Tan Chorh Chuan appointed as Chair of IARU 
 
Professor Tan Chorh Chuan, President of the National University of Singapore (NUS), 
was elected as the second Chair of the International Alliance of Research Universities 
(IARU) for a term of two years. This was announced in a media release issued jointly by 
NUS and the IARU yesterday.  
 
Established in January 2006, the IARU is an alliance of 10 of the world’s leading 
research universities.  Apart from NUS, the other nine member universities of the 
alliance include the Australian National University, Peking University, Swiss Federal 
Institute of Technology Zurich (ETH Zurich), University of California, Berkeley, University 
of Cambridge, University of Copenhagen, University of Oxford, University of Tokyo and 
Yale University. 
 
Prof Tan said, “The alliance enables exciting innovations in global education, facilitates 
cross-institutional learning and fosters coordinated action in key areas such as 
environmental sustainability." 
 
Since its inception, the IARU has launched several programmes, including a Global 
Summer Programme, and has also supported research workshops on issues such as 
environmental protection, longevity, global security and resources. The alliance also 
provides opportunities for the sharing of best practices across the institutions. 
 
Prof Tan took over the IARU leadership from the Australian National University Vice-
Chancellor Professor Ian Chubb, who had served as Chair of the alliance for two terms.  
Prof Tan was elected as the new Chair of the alliance during an IARU meeting held at 
the University of Cambridge at the end of April this year. 
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