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Yale-NUS College will open in 2013
For a start it will be accepting about 150 undergraduates
The liberal arts college set up by Yale and the National University of Singapore (NUS) is
finally materialising.
Yesterday, both universities announced that Yale-NUS College will open in 2013 and for a
start, it will be admitting about 150 undergraduates. The college is planning to increase its
student intake to 250 per year.
Selected students will reside and study in three residential colleges that will be located near
NUS University Town, the old premises of Warren Golf Club.
Each residential college will have a total of 330 students who will form a community that lives
and studies together.
In the first two years, students will take general education courses that bring together
Western and Asian perspectives, before going on to concentrate on a major.
At the end of four years, students will graduate with a Bachelor in Arts or Sciences (with
Honours) from NUS, but they will have the Yale-NUS College name imprinted on their
degree scrolls.
NUS will also look into offering double-degree programmes, which will enable students to
combine their liberal arts education with a professional degree, be it in law or medicine.
NUS President Professor Tan Chorh Chuan explained, "What is unique about this college is
that it will combine the best elements of a liberal arts education provided in Yale, with the
strengths of NUS, to build a new curriculum that will blend ideas and contexts from the West
and Asia."
The Yale-NUS College will offer an extensive range of curriculum, ranging from the arts,
humanities, science and mathematics.
Prof Tan added, "Mostly importantly, Yale will also be actively involved in structuring the
curriculum. Yale and NUS will work together to recruit faculty members and bring in
students.”
Each class will have no more than 18 students to encourage interaction between students
and instructors.
NUS said that the tuition fees for the Yale-NUS College are expected to be higher compared
to courses offered by the NUS Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences and the Faculty of
Science.
The agreement between Yale and NUS was reached despite concerns raised by some Yale
faculty members over the "lack of academic freedom" in Singapore.
However, NUS administrators had pointed out that the majority of the Yale faculty did not
share these concerns.
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"They have had a close look at what we do in the University and I think that they are
satisfied that the faculties are free to carry out research in areas of their choice and teach in
the classroom without any restrictions," said Prof Tan.
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