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First local liberal college by Yale and NUS to start in 2013
This will be the first liberal arts college in Singapore and also the first in Asia where
living and learning will be integrated. It will also be the first such college Yale has
established outside the United States. Scheduled to be opened in 2013, the college
will accept its inaugural batch of 150 students and grow to reach a steady state of 250
new students each year. The school will eventually have a student population of 1,000
and around 100 faculty.
The plan by the National University of Singapore (NUS) and Yale University to jointly
establish a liberal arts college is finally a done deal. Both universities announced the
establishment of the Yale-NUS College in 2013 and an agreement will be signed in
Singapore in the near future.
This will be the first liberal arts college in Singapore and also the first in Asia where
living and learning will be integrated. It will also be the first such college Yale has
established outside the United States. Scheduled to open in 2013, the college will
start with an inaugural intake of 150 students and grow to reach a steady state of 250
new students each year. The school will eventually have a student population of 1,000
and around 100 faculty members.
The students will undergo four years of undergraduate study. Students will undergo a
cross-disciplinary liberal arts program that integrates the humanities, social sciences,
natural sciences and mathematics in the first two years. They will then go on to
concentrate on a major in arts or science subjects such as economics, history,
psychology, biology and physics in the remaining two years. Students will graduate
with a Bachelor of Arts (Honours) or Bachelor of Science (Honours) awarded by NUS.
In a joint statement, the two universities said that the pedagogy of the liberal arts
college will focus on critical thinking and classroom interaction. Most of the courses
will be conducted in small-classroom settings with no more than 18 students.
Students will have the opportunity to participate in exchange programs, research
attachments, internship programs and special leadership programs.
NUS President Professor Tan Chorh Chuan said that NUS has been making efforts
over the past ten years to expand the University’s scope of education to create more
opportunities for students. This includes overseas exchange programmes and the
University Scholars Programme. This is because NUS believes that future graduates

need to have a foundation that spans a breadth of disciplines in order to compete on a
global scale.
Professor Tan said, "This historic cooperation with Yale University will provide
students with another alternative for a high quality education, especially for students
who hope to acquire a broader knowledge base, have stringent academic demands,
possess the ability for critical inquiry and hope to combine this with a residential
college experience."
Yale University Professor President Richard Levin said in a telephone interview that
the liberal arts college will adopt a teaching approach that is different from traditional
Asian models. It will encourage students to think independently, be creative and
articulate their views in small classroom settings, rather than focusing on rote learning.
He believes that this can create value for Asia. Yale University can also learn from the
innovative programmes at the school and bring back part of that experience to its
campus in the United States.
Model not an "import" from the United States; to integrate Asian characteristics
Prof Tan said that NUS is excited that the concept proposed by Prof Levin is not a
complete “import” of the U.S. model for establishing a liberal arts college, but a
collaboration with NUS to design a new education model that integrates Asian
characteristics.
The new school will be sited next to the NUS University Town (UTown) and will
comprise residential and teaching facilities. It includes three residential colleges that
can each accommodate 330 students. The students will stay on campus throughout
their entire candidature of four years. The construction of the new residences will be
completed in 2014. Before the completion of the campus, students will attend classes
at the existing NUS facilities.
The Committee on the Expansion of the University Sector recommended the
establishment of a liberal arts college in 2008 and NUS submitted a report on the
setting up of a liberal arts college. NUS contacted Yale to discuss a liberal arts
education in 2009. In September last year, Education Minister Ng Eng Hen witnessed
the signing of a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between NUS and Yale
University to work towards a collaboration to establish a liberal arts college during a
visit to the United States. NUS had initially said that details on the cooperation would
be announced early this year. However, subsequent media reports stated that both
universities were unable to come to an agreement on certain issues.
On the amount of investment involved, Prof Tan said that it would be sufficient to
allow the college to be competitive against similar colleges in the United States. The
college will be funded by the Singapore government.

Some reports have pointed out that the fees charged by the liberal arts college will be
higher than undergraduate programs offered by regular universities. Prof Tan said
that NUS will provide scholarships to outstanding students with financial difficulties.
Students with financial problems will be able to receive more assistance.
As for concerns that a liberal arts education is too broad-based, Prof Tan said that
more students, parents and employers have already realised that focusing on a
particular specialisation is not the only way to advance one's career. Having a
foundation that spans a breadth of disciplines can help one handle complex issues at
work and move easily to a different industry. He pointed out that the students of the
new college will have internship opportunities. The College will also continue to raise
awareness of the concept of a liberal arts education among parents and students.

